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TAGS: SREP, LA, TH 

SUBJECT: LAO REPUGEE PROBLEMS 

1 . 1 SAW BOTH PORMER DEPMIN SISOUK NA CHAMPASSAK AND 
GENERAL KOUPRASITH ABHAY YESTERDAY. KOUPRASITH PLANS 
TO BE HERE ABOUT TWO WEEKS AND RETURN TO FRANCE. SISOUK 
LEAVES ON SEPTEMBER 10 POR PARIS. BOTH WERE VERY DIS- 
COURAGED BY THE TREATMENT BEING METED OUT TO LAO REPUGEES 
BY THE THAI AUTHORITIES AND KOUPRASITH IS URGING ALL 
PORMER MILITARY MEN TO GO TO PRANCE. HE IS CONPIDENT 
THAT PRENCH ENTRY CAN BE ARRANGED FOR A NUMBER OP THEM AND 
SAYS THAT THE LAO/FRENCH PRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION IS WELL 
ORGANIZED AND CAN TAKE CARE OP LODGING AND HELP IN 
PINDING WORK. 

2. KOUPRASITH REPORTED THAT NGON SANANIKONE SAW 
CHATCHAI SEPTEMBER 1 AND WAS ASSURED THAT HE WOULD 
BE ALLOWED TO STAY IN THAILAND. ON THE 8TH HE 
RECEIVED OPFICIAL NOTICE THAT HE HAD TO LEAVE WITHIN 
48 HOURS. PHOUI SANANIKONE RECEIVED AN IDENTICAL 
NOTICE. KOUPRASITH, WHO IS A SHREWD OPERATOR, BELIEVES 
THAT THE THAI ARE GOING TO EXPEL ALL OP THE LAO 
NON-COMMUNISTS WHO HAVE BEEN "TRIED" AND POUND GUILTY 
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3. BOTH SISOUK AND KOUPRASIT MENTIONED RUMORS IN 
THE LAO REEUGEE COMMUNITY THAT A COUP LED BY THE 
"ANTI- VIET " FACTION OF THE PATHET LAO WAS TO TAKE 
PLACE ON OR ABOUT SEPTEMBER 9TH. THEY BELIEVE THIS 
REPORT MAY BE A PROVOCATION TO SEE WHAT ACTION IS 
TAKEN BY THE LAO IN THAILAND. 
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